
Tell us about your family life, including the following: your 
wife’s name, anniversary date, any previous marriages, your 
wife’s interests and training, your children’s names and ages.
 
	 My wife and I were married on June 20, 1998, she was 19 and 
I was 21. We have a 17 year old son - Noah, a 15 year old daughter 
- Elizabeth, a 12 year old son - Jonathon, a 7 year old son - 
Christopher, and a 3 year old son - Nathan. Our two youngest boys 
were adopted out of the foster system. We have had about another 
15 foster kids that have come through our home in the last 3 years 
of being foster parents.

We never want to put unrealistic expectations on a pastor’s 
wife, so don’t take this question the wrong way.  In what 
specific ways does your wife enjoy serving in the 
congregation?  What are her gifts?
	
	 My wife is gifted at working with young children. She enjoys 
serving in this capacity be it nursery, sunday school, ect. At my first 
pastorate she was heading up the institution of a preschool type 
program at the church as a part of the churches ministry to kids in 
the church as well as the community at large. She also enjoys Bible 
study and fellowship with other women in the church. 

What are your favorite movies?
	
	 I have always liked comedies and I am a sucker for anything 
that is based on a true story. 

What kind of music do you like?  What’s been in your ipod or 
CD player lately?
	
	 I have a pretty eclectic tastes in music. My ipod has classical 
to classic rock and hymns to Christian rap. 

How do you make family a priority? 
	
	 Time together is important to us. As our kids get older and 



have increasingly busy schedules this gets to be more of a 
challenge. Dinners together, family time around the Word, playing 
games together are a few ways we enjoy spending time together. 
My wife and I take time for regular one on one moments with each 
other and each of our kids individually. 
 

What three persons have had the greatest positive impact on 
your life and why? 
	
	 Ardell James is the older man that first shared the Lord with 
me and invited me to church.
	 Jo Reed - my first pastor and president of the Bible College 
that I attended 
  Dane Blount - founding pastor of Crossway Fellowship where 
I currently serve as an associate Pastor

 What 3 books have recently had an impact on your life and 
why? 
	  
	 I am assuming that you mean books other than the Bible. Not 
all of these are recent reads but these are some books that have 
had a great impact on my life.
 I just finished reading “Brothers We Are Not Professionals” by 
John Piper - excellent book on the nature and character of the 
pastorate.
 “The Gospel According to Jesus” by John MacArthur - very 
important book on the true nature of salvation and what it means to 
be a christian.
  “Systematic Theology” by Wayne Grudem - A systematic 
theology text that I have read as well as led a study in for mens 
group. I dont agree with all of Grudems conclusions but all in all an 
excellent book and written in a way that is quite devotional as well.

How do you handle differences between yourself and others in 
areas of Christian liberty (i.e. music, education, etc.)?
 
	 Colossians 3:14 exorts us to put on love, which is the perfect 



bond of unity. Obviously there are the central and core issues of the 
gospel that all christians must hold to firmly. Aside from these there 
is great room for differences of opinion and latitude within the 
fellowship of believers. 

What social issues do you feel you must speak out on in 
response to your commitment to Christ?
	
	 I believe the great social injustice of our age has to do with 
the rights and well being of children. Two areas in particular are the 
issue of abortion and children in need of adoption - especially 
children in the foster care system. 
 
How is evangelism practiced in your personal life? 

 I don’t know that I would call myself a gifted evangelist, 
however I am very regularly talking to people about the faith. The 
nature of my secular work puts me in front of new people every day 
all around town and in their homes and it is always my aim to try 
and turn the conversation to spiritual things. 
	
How can a pastor help a church grow in its practice of 
evangelism?
!
! Hopefully a pastor is modeling it for them regularly. In addition it 
is important for a pastor to be dilligent in teaching and preaching the 
Word of God so that the church is well fed and equiped to proclaim 
and defend the faith in their own right. This equipping goes a long 
way at aiding people by giving them the confidence and tools to 
engage the culture and individuals in representing Jesus to the world. 

Tell us about your commitment to global missions. 
!
! All believers have a Biblical mandate to go into all the world and 
preach the gospel. The local church needs to be about equipping, 
sending and supporting people in this commission. I have personally 
been on short term trips to Mexico as well as Uganda. The church 
where I currently serve supports work in Jordan, Russia, as well as 



local outreach to Arab refugees in the Sacramento area. While I feel a 
particular call to the pastoral ministry over missionary work I look 
forward to what God has for me in the area of missions in the future. 

Describe successes and failures in your ministry and how you 
measure success.
	
 I was very young when my first pastorate began. I was not 
prepared for the struggles that I faced and the conflict I 
encountered in a troubled church. In looking back on all the little 
failures along the way I wonder if my biggest failure was taking the 
position in the first place. Perhaps the better choice would have 
been to turn down the position and work along side a more 
experienced man that could have been called in (I was already the 
youth pastor at the church). If I have any successes they have come 
from simply trying to be faithfull to God’s Word as I have continued 
on in ministry. This is, in my opinion, the measure of true success in 
ministry. It doesn’t matter how far reaching your work is or how 
many people you can manage to gather up around you, if you do it 
at the expense of faithfulness to the Word of God It cannot be 
counted as success.

What makes a church grow?

 In short, God. I believe that a healthy, vibrant church will grow 
because it is alive and with life comes growth. What makes a 
healthy, vibrant church? Devotion to the Scriptures and a 
commitment to proclaiming and showing forth the glory of God. A 
dedication to the equipping of the saints to do the work of the 
ministry not just within the walls of the church building but 
everywhere they go. As has been well said - If a church leadership 
concentrates of the depth of its ministry God will take care of the 
breadth.   

What is your view on eternal security?
 
	 Romans tells us that we are saved by faith in God through 



Christ alone. Ephesians tells us that even our faith to believe is a 
gift from God. Phillipians then says to work out our own salvation 
with fear and trembling but then goes on to tell us that it is God 
who is at work in us to will and to do. I believe that we are secure in 
God through Christ because the spirit of God is at work in us to 
preserve us in the faith so that we will persevere in salvation.
	
What is the church’s function – reach the lost or grow the 
believer?

 I believe the church’s main function is to equip and edify the 
believer so that he or she is made fully mature in Christ and capable 
of doing the work of the ministry which includes reaching the lost.  

Describe how your family supports your calling and vocation?

	 My wife is the love of my life and my biggest fan and 
supporter in ministry. So often God has used her as a voice of 
encouragement when I am feeling low and discouraged. She is a 
busy homemaker and mom to our 5 kids (plus foster kids) but she is 
always ready to lend me a hand no matter how big or small the 
task. 
 
Describe your personal financial situation.
	
 We are in good shape. A few years ago I injured my back 
quite seriously and as a result of treatment and the inability to work 
for over a year we ended up in a good bit of debt. By God’s grace I 
have been able to return to work and our focus has been to pay off 
all the debt that we incurred as well as re-establish a savings 
account. The Lord has been good to us in His provision and we 
have accomplished this goal. We are debt free and living on a 
budget never planing to go into debt again. Our focus, and what we 
want our children to learn by our example, is contentment and living 
within our means. 
 
What is your philosophy of stewardship and tithing? Do you 
tithe? If not, do you regularly give financially to support 



ministry in your church and abroad?
	
	 I believe that regular financial giving is an act of worship. We 
do give regularly to the church where we serve.
 
Have you ever done personal counseling and, if so, on what 
level? How extensive is your training in this area?
	
	 I have done a good bit of counseling on a personal level and 
for couples (marital and pre-marital). I feel that this is a very 
important role of a local pastor. I believe in christian counseling that 
is patently biblical and focuses on either further sanctification (for 
the believer) or salvation (for the un-believer).
	 My counseling training in bible college was all based on the 
work and resources of Jay Adams.
 
What do you think is the most important thing for you to do 
during the first year after changing churches?

 My biggest priority would be to get to know the people of the 
church body and letting them get to know me and my family. I 
would want them to see my faithfulness to them and to the Word of 
God and by that, build trust and rapport with them. In addition I 
would want them to know that I am there to serve them as their 
pastor. As has been said by someone else “they need to know that I 
care before they will care about what I know”.
 
What do you consider your chief duties as pastor?

 Along with the rest of the elders our duty is to feed, lead and 
care for the sheep. 
 
 How do you see the role of elders and deacons in the church?
 
	 The chief duty of elders as enumerated in the Bible is the 
ministry of the word and prayer. We see the deacons established in 
the book of Acts to take care of the service of the people (the word 
deacon means servant) so that the elders will not be distracted from 



their chief responsibilities.

What style of public worship and preaching do you prefer?
	
	 I strive to be an expositional preacher. My preference is to 
preach through whole books of the bible at a time. As far as public 
worship goes it can mean a lot of things these days. I like all kinds 
of music i.e. classical hymns and contemporary songs. Whatever 
the style of music, as long as it is reverent and God honoring I think 
it has a place in corporate worship. I also enjoy hearing testimonies 
and having a prominent place for corporate prayer in the public 
gathering for worship. 
 
Describe your personality.  (If you have taken a temperament 
analysis such as Taylor Johnson, Myers-Briggs, DISC Profile, 
etc. please share with us the results.)
 
	 I think that I am a fairly easy going in nature. I am a very social 
person and enjoy interacting with others in social settings. 

What are your special interests or hobbies? 
 
	 I enjoy most any activity outdoors: camping,shooting, fishing, 
hiking. I love to hunt. I am fairly handy and love playing with old 
cars.

What do you see as your greatest personal weakness? 
!
! I have worked hard at improving my organizational skills 
particularly in regards to time management. Still needs work.

What do you see as your greatest personal strengths? 
 
	 I am a very loyal person and I love to be helpful to those 
around me.



Please give a brief summary of your call to ministry and how 
you have seen that call confirmed by others.

	 I was not saved until my first year of college, I was 18 or 19 
years old. My goal was to be a firefighter as a career but while I was 
attending my other classes to this end I started attending classes at 
the Bible college that was affiliated with the church I started 
attending. Pretty soon my interests began to shift toward spiritual 
things. After a while I began working as a helper in the youth 
ministry at my church and attending more and more classes at the 
Bible college and fewer and fewer at the junior college where I 
began. After a while I was full time at Bible college with the intent 
on prepairing for pastoral ministry. I have felt the inward call of the 
Holy Spirit to the ministry and feel that this call has been confirmed 
by God in that I have been called by churches to be their pastor. 
 
Which of the New Testament spiritual gifts have been affirmed 
by others in your life? 
	
 I believe the gifts of preaching and teaching have been made 
evident in my life. I also love to be helpful and see the gift of “helps” 
as something that has been made evident in my life. 

How would you generally describe your style of leadership?
!
! I am pretty easy going as a leader. I do like to do things that I 
have committed to well and as an act of worship to God. I don’t like to  
micromanage others but rather see to it that they have all the 
resources they need to succeed and then let them do their job. 

What are some of the most important ideas and practices that 
you think cultivate health in a local church?

	 Faithful devotion to the Word of God and a commitment to the 
glory of God. 
 
How do you “equip the saints” for life and ministry?
 



	 By faiithfully teaching, preaching, and applying the Word of 
God. 

Describe how you disciple new believers toward maturity in 
Christ? Are you currently in the process of disciplining men 
(either one on one or in a small group-II Tim 2:2)?  What does 
that look like for you?

 I believe that there are two sides of discipling other people. 
First there is the academic side. The side that is in regular studying 
of God’s word and even lesser books that are nonetheless helpful 
to christian development. Then there is the relational side that is 
perhaps a more intimate and social side. This is where God’s word 
is modeled and applied for the person or persons being discipled. 
This would be accomplished through friendship and fellowship 
together in living life along side one another. 

How do you cultivate a sense of biblical, godly community in a 
local church?

 Again, I believe that this is a matter of devotion and 
dedication to the Word of God. It is the scriptures that exhort us to 
love one another, serve one another, and consider the well being of 
others over our own. A leadership’s commitment to teaching the 
Bible will keep the church body rooted in biblical practice and living. 

Is practicing church discipline important to you? Why or why 
not

	 Yes. Although not one of the more pleasant parts of pastoral 
ministry it is a neccessary mark of a true and healthy church. It 
serves to protect the testimony of the church, the reputation of 
Christ, and the well being of the other members of the church. 
Above all, the motivation and desired goal of church discipline is 
the restoration of the person who is in sin. 



How do you preach (e.g., expositionally, topically, doctrinally)? 
What have you preached in the last two years?

	 My aim is to preach expositionally. I prefer to preach through 
whole books of the Bible at a time. In the last few years I have 
preached through the books of 1 and 2 Peter and I am in the 
process of working through the book of Hebrews. 

 Describe your process for sermon preparation. 

 First I want to understand what a given passage is saying in its 
immediate context. To do this there are certain “gaps” that must be 
bridged. Some of these gaps to concider are language, culure, 
history. In considering these things I want to try to determine the 
original intended meaning the author of the text in question was 
tryign to convey. Once I can determine the original intended message 
I can seek to understand how the text applies to us today. At this 
point I want to begin to organize the teaching of the text into a 
format that is communicatable to my intended audience. 

What Bible translation do you prefer and why? 

  I have primarily used the New American Standard Version for a 
long time now. I believe that it is a faithful word for word translation 
of the original text.

Who are your favorite teachers, preachers, and commentators 
and why?

 I have loved the preaching of John MacAurthur, Alistair Begg, 
John Piper, Al Mohler to name a few. For comentators I have a great 
deal of trust in Leon Morris, D.A. Carson, F.F. Bruce, and Peter 
O’Brian. I trust and appreciate these men for their faithfulness to the 
Word of God and their commitment to the thourough teaching of 



the scriptures. There are certainly many more but these are some 
names that are recognizable and stand out in my mind.

List the ministry seminars/conferences you have attended over 
the past few years.

 I have been to the Shepherds Conference a couple of times.

What are your thoughts on the gifts of Holy Spirit?  What are 
your thoughts on gifts such as tongues, prophecy, and healing? 

 I am in what has come to be called the open but cautious 
camp. I do not believe that these gifts ceased at the close of the 
new testament age, however I do not believe that they are 
normative today. The miraculous gifts are possible in this age but I 
believe most of what is touted as miracles today is counterfeit.

Please share your beliefs on biblical manhood and 
womanhood.

 I am a complimentarian. I belive that the Bible teaches that 
men and women are created with equal worth, value, and dignity; 
however are different by design and and given different yet 
complimentary roles within the created order.

What are your views on women in roles of leadership within the 
church?

  I believe the Bible teaches that the role of leadership in the 
church is reserved for and intended for men. Further, I believe that 
the Bible explicitly teaches that women should not take a teaching 
or leadership role over men.

What is your philosophy of counseling?

! I believe in counseling that is patently and overtly biblical. In the 
case of believers the ultimate goal is further sanctification and in the 
case of unbelievers the ultimate goal is salvation. I have learned a lot 



from the teaching of Jay Adams on this subject. His two main books 
are “The Christian Counselors Manuel” and “Competent To Counsel”.

How would you deal with so many in our congregation who are 
lacking assurance of salvation?

! I would look with them at the scriptures that deal with such 
issues - 1 John for instance gives good guidance for examining your 
heart and finding assurance when it is founded on truth.

Do you believe in the doctrines of grace? Why or why not?

 If by doctorines of grace you mean a reformed view of 
salvation then yes, I do. I believe them because I am convinced of 
them by the teaching of scripture.

If you are Reformed in your theology, how would you pastor 
those who don’t quite agree with you and/or are more of an 
Arminian persuasion?

! Very carefully. My theology is reformed because I was 
ultimately convinced of it by the Bible when I could see it for myself in 
the scriptures. I believe in faithfully teaching and preaching the Bible 
and letting people come to their own conclusions that are based on 
careful consideration of the texts of scripture.

How has your theology changed in the past five years?

! I dont know that it has changed much in the last five years. I 
hope that my understanding of things has deepened with time and 
will continue to do so as I continue to grow and study. I am always  
open to change if I can be persuaded by the scriptures.

What is Baptism?  What are your thoughts regarding believers’ 
only baptism versus infant baptism?

! I believe that the Bible teaches believers baptism and not 



paedobaptism. Baptism is meant as a sign and symbol of a believers 
death,burial, and ressurection with Christ. It is not required for 
salvation but is an important early act of obedience to our Lord Jesus.

What are your views on divorce and remarriage?

! I believe that the Bible is against divorce. I am always 
saddened by instances of divorce because it shatters the image of 
Christ and His church that marriage was intended to be. I have been 
open to taking cases of remarriage on a case by case basis. 

Can someone who is divorced serve as an elder or in other 
leadership positions?
!
! no, not usually.!

How do you set up appropriate boundaries with the opposite 
sex?

! I am never alone with the opposite sex other than my wife.

What is your position on alcohol use?

! I feel that this is a matter of personal conscious. Drunkenness 
is very clearly said to be a sin in the Bible and therefore wrong. 
Occasional and responsible use is allowable so far as it does not 
cause another brother to stumble.

What is one of the most challenging conflicts in church you’ve 
had to deal with?  What happened and was it resolved?  How?

! My first pastorate was a very hard one. I was quite young and 
not prepaired for the hostility that was directed toward me as the 
pastor. I had been the youth pastor for two years when the head 
pastor left in a cloud of controversy over finances among other things.  
The people of the church looked to me as the only other pastor on 
staff and I filled in for a while until the church affirmed me as the new 



head pastor. Things went well for some time and the church was 
growing; new families were joining the fellowship. Most people at the 
church were very happy but there was a small group who were never 
happy and endeavored to make things hard for me from the 
beginning. Unfortunately my attempts to mend fences proved 
unfruitful and the rest of the leadership were unwilling to deal with 
clear problems for fear of loosing the attendence of the folks who 
were the majority of the problem. Ultimately the leadership asked me 
to resign and I agreed for what I thought at the time would be the 
good of the church. 

What are some areas of theology that you would consider 
yourself weaker in and sense the need for much more growth 
and study?  (We can stand for further growth in study in all 
points of theology, but which areas are less clear to you?)

 I think I have devoted the least amount of time to the study of 
eschatology. There is no particular reason for this it is just an area 
where I would say that I am weaker on the finer details.

What are your thoughts on the unity of the church body?  How 
would you help cultivate unity in the congregation?

! As Christians the ultimate point of unity for us is the gospel. 
This is very important. To cultivate this kind of unity it is vital that all 
ministries of the church be centered and founded upoon the 
scriptures.

What are some theological issues that you think are especially 
important for Christians to get right in this time in church 
history?

! The gospel and the nature of salvation.

What are your views on public school education and 
homeschooling?  How would you counsel a family who wanted 
advice on whether to home school or public school their 



children?

 We have homeschooled our children in the past and they are 
currently in public school. We live in an area where we are very 
dissapointed with the public school system and we have taken it 
one year at a time with our kids. I think a parent needs to take into 
consideration the needs of their child and the resources at there 
disposal and seek to do what is in the best interests of their child. I 
don’t feel that there is a hard and fast right or wrong here. 

How familiar are you with current debates in the church over 
the effectiveness and appropriateness of organized youth 
ministry and age-segregated ministries?  What are your 
thoughts in these matters?

! I believe strongly in multigenerational ministry and worship 
where families worship together. However, I see a definite benefit and 
place for age appropriate ministry and different types of small groups. 
I think the problem arises when these programs take on a life of their 
own and pretty soon the church becomes so segregated based on 
age, gender, or life circumstance that the local church becomes very 
disjointed and hardly worships together anymore. 
 
What are your views on homosexuality and gay marriage? 
How would you counsel a Christian who experiences same sex 
attraction? 

 Homosexuality is very clearly said to be a sin in the teaching 
of the Bible, and with this Homosexual marriage. We are all born in 
sin generally speaking but each of us  have certain proclivities to 
particular sins that we struggle with more predominantly than 
others. The sin of Homosexuality is no different, it is one that must 
be resisted by engaging the grace of God so that one can die to 
themself and live a victorious life for God. 



There seems to be increasing attention in our culture towards 
those who feel they should be of the opposite gender (men 
who want to become women and women who feel they should 
be men).  What are your thoughts on this? 

 It is horribly misguided and wrong.

What is the gospel?

! The Gospel is the good news that God, in the person of Jesus 
Christ, came to a lost and dying world to live a perfect life and offer 
himself as a sacrifice for sinful man so that by His death on the cross 
and subsequent ressurection we might find forgiveness of our sins 
and be reconsiled to God the Father. 

What are some things we might not like about you if we knew 
them (theological views, personal weaknesses)?

! A couple times a year I indulge my craving for a cigar.

What sins do you struggle with most?

! Pride, Lust, Discontentedness, Complacency

What should we have asked about you that we missed?  What 
else would be helpful for us to know about you?

 You were pretty thorough.


